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Synopsis

What do record players, batteries, and movie cameras have in common? All these devices were
created by the man known as The Wizard of Menlo Park: Thomas Edison.Edison is most famous for
inventing the incandescent lightbulb, but at his landmark laboratories in Menlo Park & West Orange,
New Jersey, he also developed many other staples of modern technology. Despite many failures,
Edison persevered. And good for that, because it would be very difficult to go through a day without
using one of his life-changing inventions. In this enlightening book, Gene Barretta enters the

laboratories of one of America’s most important inventors.

Book Information

Lexile Measure: 900L (What'’s this?)

Hardcover: 40 pages

Publisher: Henry Holt and Co. (BYR) (July 17, 2012)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0805091084

ISBN-13: 978-0805091083

Product Dimensions: 9.3 x 0.5 x 10.4 inches

Shipping Weight: 14.4 ounces (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review: 5.0 out of 5 starsA A See all reviewsA (12 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #117,756 in Books (See Top 100 in Books) #30 inA Books > Children’s Books
> Science, Nature & How It Works > Inventions & Inventors #65 inA Books > Children’s Books >
Science, Nature & How It Works > How Things Work #931 inA Books > Children’s Books >
Education & Reference > History

Age Range: 6 - 10 years

Grade Level: 1 -5

Customer Reviews

Timeless Thomas: How Thomas Edison Changed Our Lives is Gene Barretta’s latest release about
Thomas Alva Edison, the inventor of the light bulb, phonograph, electric pen, storage battery, and
so much more. It has a similar style to Barretta’s other two biographical non-fiction picture books:
Neo Leo: The Ageless Ideas of Leonardo da Vinci and Now & Ben: The Modern Inventions of
Benjamin Franklin. It's not so much a biography as it is a record of Edison’s technological
achievements. On the surface you might not think that a book about an older man’s achievements

would be very appealing to young children. You'd be wrong. My girls found it immensely



appealing.Barretta showcases technology that we in the modern world take for granted, things we
use everyday without a second thought. He juxtaposes a page showcasing present-day technology
with pages showcasing the technology coming out of Edison’s lab, showing how those early
technological accomplishments made today’s technology possible. Fun to read and very
informative, with clear and simple text that is easily understood by kids of the target age group. The
illustrations provide a perfect visual accompaniment that is immensely appealing.My nine year old
non-fiction-loving Olivia saw it in the shipment that arrived a few months ago, snatched it up and
ran off to her bedroom.
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